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OU were N to. deſire my 
Thoughts concerning the la 
Diſeourſe of Free · Thinking, wich 
1 e particulatly to the Effe 
which that Diſcourſe may: have upon 
Religion in general; upon the Chriſtian 
Religion eſpenially, and n up- 
on the Church of England. By Reli- 
ion in 2 1 ſuppoſe you mean 
aturnl Ne or (Which is all one) 
| Moral * And then, I humbly 
conceive, that the more a Man thinks 
of o8t;; the! better he may like it: for he 
"cannon. but ſee that tis . Support 
a Society, but of all 
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(4). 
individual Men. From hence it is that 
Parents breed” up their Children, and 
provide for them; that one Man 18 
aſſiſtant to another: nor 1s it poſſible that 
private Families, or 3 33 
let 750 *Y 

op Heck ties Lach 
upon thi bject, = e 
Truth of it, as are ſufficient to convince 
a one, (who will caſt his Eyes and 
opghts, upc \ em), A t the State pf 
eis and Friend- 


Dong that Mankind 5 "furniſhed with 
ſufficient Proviſion, not only for the ne- 


ceſſary Uſes, but for the Cotnforrs of 


Ile, if evety Man will be bontent th 
His n znöner se and xeaſonable 
portion: but other vie, their! Enjoy m Bs 
Will be often diſturbed, and always un- 
ſecure. 80 that ſhould we ſuppoſe Man- 
Tind' like Muſheooms to have ſprung olit 
-6f the Earth £4nd'to ſubſiſt even without 
ally Depe ndance: upon tlie Oteator, and 

wont questiy cdl any Obligation t 
(ſuch a Being, yet if we in ſuppoſe them 
indued with tlie Faculties and Appre- 
* henſions which we fee are common to 
Men, they will naturally dfall into ca 
State of Peace and  Socier ci it being ma- 
 nifeſtly every Rs 1 to moe 
| and 
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(5) 
and / cultꝭvate it: So that à State of War 
is no more natural to Man than a State 
of Madneſs; and from hence it may be 
concluded by the freeſt Thinker! of the 
Age, that! our Religion and our Happi- 
nefs, our Duty and our Inteteſt are rea 
ly but one and the fame thing conſider'd 
under ſeveral Notiou s. 
Nor can anything be more incredible 
to a Free- Fhinker, than that divine Re- 
-velation ſhould contraditt the clear and un- 
queſtionable Dictates of natural Light; nor 
-anys thing more: vain than to fancy that 
the Grace of God does releaſe Men from 
the Laws of Nature. Can any Free 
Thinker or tolerable Thinker tbe ignorant 
how much Moral Virtue tends to the 
Health of our Bodies, by preventing 
zand removing ſuch things as are apt to 
ubſtrbt it, axed produce Diſeaſes: Such ds 
are intemperatec Appetites, and violent 
Pa ſſions of Mind! Nay, is it not eci- 
dent, thar Virtue does promote and im- 
prove the Means which moſt effectualhy 
tend to the Improvement af Health? 
Such as Temperance, Contentmeng, 
Calmneſs, Serenity, and Oha tfulneſs vf 
Mind. Is it poſſible; that a Free-Thinker 
::{\Hould not be convinced thatvitious Pra- 
-:Qtices. rob uf all things valuable? às 
ON Safety, 


miny and Diſgrace? Indeed, who can be 


06) 
Safety, Liberty, and Liſe it ſelf, What 
elfe is it that brings Men firſt: to 
the Goal, and then to the Gibbet? Do 
theſe  Free- Thinkers, in ary of their 


Writings, endeavour to ptove, that moral | 
Virtue tends to ſpoil Mankind, by ma- 


king them idle and lazy, and ſo bringing 
'em to want the Convediencies or Ne- 
cellaries' of Life, or to want a due Ac- 
quleſcenc of Mind in ſuch à State as is 
in it ſelf ſufficient, andowill appear to be 


ſuch, if a Man judge ac to right 
men Nature 
of true Riches does bonſiſt? Or cannot 


this ſort of Philoſopher diſcern, that no- 
thing conduceth more than Virtue to 


the Faruity and the Object? Does not 
Virtue prevent our Miſtakes and Hu- 
ceſſes in this Matter ſo far, that all our 
Poſſeſſions under this Regulation may de- 
ſerve tobe called Enjoyments? Or do 
theſe Men endeavour to perſuade us, 
that no Honour or Reputation is to be 
. gain'tt oy good Morals, - but only Igno- 


zignorant, that Honour, as it ſubſiſts in 
tlie Perſon. hmared, is nothing elſe but 
Virtue? And, the Praiſes: { A 
1188 On 


heighten” our Pleaſure, which is foundeti 
In a Suitableneſs and Congruity betwixt 
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Perfe&ion of our Nature, and acquieſc-. 


(7) 
Honour in the Perſon hanouring) is no- 
thing elſe but the Acknowledgment of Mo- 
ral Virtue ? And fince by the Experi- 
ence of Mankind, it has been made ma- 
nifeſt, that no ſort of Perſons have re- 
ceived more Honour from the Hearts 
and Conſciences of Mankind, than ſuch 
who have been eminent for moral Vir. 
tues; are the Free-Thinkers the only 
Men in the World who are ignorant 
hereof, and who are laying a Scheme to 
ſupplant the Intereſt of Virtue in the 
World, and promote Vice into its Place ? 
And this Scheme muſt be alter'd with 
the beſt Names that either ancient or 
modern times have afforded; For all 
theſe Moral Men did agree, that what 
Health is to the Body, whereby the out- 
ward Senſes are enabled to make a true 
Judgment of things within their proper 
Sphere, even that ſame thing is Virtue: 
to the Mind, whereby the inward Fa- 
culties muſt be fitted and diſpoſed to 
diſcern between things which differ from 
one another, which they who are un- 
der the Power of vicious Habits are not 
able to do: And alſo that it does ex- 
alt and regulate the Will, ſo that it de- 
ſireth only ſuch things as promote the 
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(8) 
eth in (them alone: and fHereby it be- 
getteth in our Minds the trueſt Iaber - 
ty, Ingenuity, and Generoſity, whick are 
inconſiſtent with the Servitude of Luſts 
and Paſſions. Theſe Men all acknow- 
ledged, that Moral Virtue was needſul to 
reduce cur. Pa ſſions into :a due Subotdi« 
nation to the ſuperior Faculty of Rea» 
ſon: reſtraining the Vialence and Impe- 
tuouſneſs of them, from whence the greats 
elt part of the Trouble and Diſquiet of 
humane Liſe proceeds. For (ſay they) 
as he that is of a liealthy Conſtitution of 
Body can endure Heat and Cold, Hun- 
ger, Thirſt, and Labour, with little 
or no Prejudice to his Body; ſo can 
one of a good moral Diſpoſition of 
Mind undergo various - Circumſtances 
of Life without receiving any Hurt 
from them. Such a one is not -lift- 
ed up by Proſperity, nor dejected by 
Adverſity: he is not ſubjected” to the 
Power of Anger, Fear, Envy, or Ma- 
lice, which are the great Diſturbers of 
our inward and outward; Peace. And 
indeed not only theſe Free- Thinkers 
mention'd in the Diſcourſe, but all emi- 
nent Philoſophers have agreed, that in- 
ward Serenity and Compoſedneſs of 
Mind is both the natural Effect, and pro- 
40 1 
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per Reward of Moral Virtue. And yab, 


Sit, cannot but take Notice that the holy 
-Scriprure” bears Witneſs by this Docttine 
of rhe Philoſophers in ſuch Expreſſions 
as theſe: A good M id fa. 0 
tisſſed from himſelf. In the | 
Fear of the Lord is ſtrong Con- Prov. 14.t4, 
faence. The Righteons is bold Chap. 28.1. 
4s 4 Lion. Thou wilt keep him © 
in perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is 1:26: 3. 
ſtayed on Thee. The Fruits 0 
Righteouſneſs ſball be Poact, Chap. 22.13. 
Quietneſi, and Aﬀſurance fort 
ever. So likewiſe in the New 
Teftament, Tribulation and Rem. 2. 9, 
Anz wiſh ſhall be upon every Soul 10. 
that doth Exil: but to him that Gal. 5. 21. 
doth good, Glory, and Honoar, 1 
and Peace: Peace that paſſeth all t Pet. f. 8. 
= g: Toy that is un- | 
akable pes. wll of Glory. e 
ou perhaps will ask, why all theſe Texts 
foaClergy-Man ?*ris only with this Intent, 
to fatisfie your ſecond Queſtion : That 
ſince the Free-Thinkers of old J/ael, 


old Greece, and old Rome, who were the 


Ornaments of their reſpective Ages and 
Countries, and with whoſe great Names 
the Writer of the late Diſcourſe has 


adorned his Book; fince all rhefe do agree 
Lis | B 
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( 10') 
with the inſpired Writers of the Chri- 
ſtian Inſtitution, Free-thinking can im- 
port no Danger to the Chriſtian Religi- 


on. And to this Concluſion our modern 
Free-Thinkers of Exgland bare Joint. Te- 


ſtimony : for no old Philoſopher has writ- 


ten better of Natural Religion than the 


Lord Verulam, nor any Chriſtian Divine 
better in his Profeſſion than Arch-Biſhop 
Tillotſon. a 
But I muſt not forget that you ſaid 
in your Letter, that you were afraid that 
theſe Free-Thinkers, who have ſuch Re- 
ſpect to theſe old Philoſophers, intended 
to revive old Paganiſm. I do not perceive 
that theſe People are ſetters forth of an 
Heathen Deity. And if by old Paganiſm 
you mean Moral Virtue, that is not at all 
inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Religion. 
And therefore I with they may go on 
and proſper in it; *tis an admirable De- 
ſign, and rightly formed as to Point of 
Time; for there is not any thing ſo 
much wanted at preſent. in this good 


Country of ours, as good old Pagan Mo- 
rals. As ſor all Speculations, Natural 
or Mathematical, the Age is wonderfully. 
improved by them. Nor has any Age 
ſince that of Auguſtus been more polite. 
Nay, Chriſtian Speculations have e 
3 ö ed 
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ed very great Improvements, its My- 
ſteries were never brought ſo near to 
humane Comprehenſion as at preſent. 
And the gerierous Moral Principle of the 
Chriſtian Religion is made plain to the 
Comprehenſion of Laymen : inſomuch 
that even I have underſtood, that as b 

the Chriſtian Plan, T am obliged to aſh 

all Mankind as far as my Abilities and 
Opportunities will enable me, ſo have J 
a Right to demand the Aſſiſtance of 
all Men, as their Circumſtances ſhall en- 
able them to relieve me. A noble Rule, 
worthy of God to give, and fit for Men 
to receive; hereunto the old Pagan Phi- 
loſophy agrees perſectly. And if our 
Free-Thinkers can revive the Practice of 


this one comprehenſive Principle, you 


may promiſe Security to Religion and 


Property, to Church and State, and what- 
ſoever is uſeful and delightful in humane 


Ee. > | 
But perhaps you have received ſome 
melancholy Impreſſions from reading Mr. 


Pycroft*s late Inquiry into Free-Thinking 


in matters of Religion, wherein he com- 


plains againſt the Author of the Rights of 
the Chriſtian Church, and ſome Socinians + 


who join with him in expoſing Myſte- 
ries, Creed-Makers, and ſome ancient 
B 2 Fa- 
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(423) 
Fathers of the Church; and who will be- 
lieve nothing but what they ſee Cauſe to 
believe. But L would not have you to be 
diſcouraged hereat; for ſuppaling. that 
ſome few Mens Heads ſhall he fo turned, 
that they cannot believe otherwiſe. than 
as they have Reaſon to believe, yet this 
will not hinder other Men, of another 
caſt of Head, from carrying their Belief 
very far beyond their Reaſon. Few Men 
have ſo long a Line of Thought as to 


fathom this . vie. Iis with 
) & 


Believing as with Speaking,..4,, Mau, ſbeald 
have @ Reaſon to. ſpeak ; or, if he has nat ſuch, 
"His. C tele e or him to hold his Tongue: 
an ſhould awe 4 Reaſon to believe 4 
Propofition» but if he have. nat ſa, that ir 
Cauſe enougl far him not ta believe it. Ber 
ſides, if ſome Socinians will make it their 
Bulineſs to explain the Myſteries of ho- 
ly Scripture, and endeavour to bring 
x Oh dowa to the Level of a mean Ca- 
pacity, you, have your Liberty either to 
laugh at, or. pity them for their Labour, 
in vain. For that the Chriſtian Religion 
will ever be myſterious, and every Chri- 
ſtian Church will retain thoſe Myſteries. 
in their Creeds and publick Confeſſions. 
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And as for the Fathers, ſince is not 
the revealed Will of God, that we ſhould 
believe in them, tis no great matter if 
ſome Diſputes have atiſen either about 
the Authority, or about the Meaning of 
their Writings; and methinks Mr. Py- 
eroft ſhewed more Zeal than Prudence 
in reviving a Controverſie, which, for 
forme Time, had been laid aſleep: I 
mean, the Socinian Controverſie, which 
can neyer be brought to an End hy 
writing, becauſe one Party will not be 
ſatisſied by Authority, nor the other by 
Reaſon, which cannot comprehend My- 
fiery. And truly *tis a hard matter to 
ay, whether Authority ſhould ſubmit to 
Reaſon, or Reaſon to Authority; how: 
ever, *tis certain, that the common Maſs 
of Chriſtians will hold faſt to their Ca- 
techiſms and their Creeds, and think that 
doubting of nothing is the fame with 
believing all things. And were it not for 
à certain Conſideration which prevails 
ſometimes over me; I could willingly 
go along with the Stream, as the ſaſeſt 
way to diſpoſe of my ſelf: having long 
ſince heard a ſpiritual Divine preach up- 
on the Text wherein our Saviour is ſaid 
to have rode upon an Aſs to Jeruſalem. 
This Divine ſet forth, that Jeriſalem was 

i a Type 


1 C 14) 
a Type of Heaven, and that Jeſws Chri 
8 Head . myſtically 20 to 40 
Chriſtian People, who make up his my- 
ſtical Body. And from all theſe things 
put together, he inferr'd this Doctrine, 
that the ſafeſt way of going to Heaven 
is upon an Ass. And now could I be 
ſure of a good-natured tame. Aſs to cat- 
ry me along, I ſhould be contented; but 
ce the Pope lays ſo high a Claim to 
fupport all Chriſtians in this their Jour- 
ney, and more eſpecially to us of this 
Iſland, I fear leaſt he ſhould play us a 
skittiſn Trick; and, out of ſome Pique, 
ſhould toſs us off his Back into Purgato- 
ry. But I am gone too far from my 
Point; for all I intended to ſay in this 
Point was, that tho? ſome few Men did 
queſtion the Myſteries of Religion, of 
whom Mr. Pycroft complains, yet the 
Majority were far from free-thinking; 
and thereſore can give the Clergy no 
Trouble from their Speculations: To 
which I may add, that even thoſe Free- 
Thinkers, of whom Mr. Fycreft com- 
plains, are ſo unwilling to ſubmit to Au- 
thority, without good Reaſon, that no 
People are more averſe to Popery than 
they. And canſequently they are a good 
Bulwa rk in Defence of the W 
1 = 0 


(35) 
of our Church; againſt the Attacks of 
the Church of Rome : but perhaps you 
may not think them ſufficiently ſubmit- 
ted to the Authority of the Church of 
England, as by Law eſtabliſh'd. But I 
aſſure you, Sir, I never heard of any 
Free-Thinker, who was a Presbyterian, 
or who was led by his Conſcience into 
any ſchiſmatical Separation from the 
Church; but as far as I could ever per- 
ceive, they go to Church as often as 
the Law requires them. But perhaps you 
will fay, that they ſhew no great Zeal 
for the Church. And 'tis fo much the 
better {ay I, for then they can bring no 
Scandal upon the Church, For there 
are ſuch weak Brethren in the Church, 
as would think the worſe of it if this 
fort of Men were zealous ſor it, and, of 
conſequence, much careſſed by it. It 
had been well if the Clergy themſelves 
had been heretofore but moderately zea- 
lous for the Church. For what did the 
Church get by the Zeal of Arch-Biſhop 
Laud, the Sacheverell of. the laſt Age ? 
And I doubt that when the Church's Ac- 
count comes. to be caſt up, ſhe will be 
no Gainer by the zealous Labours of 
Dr. Sache verell, the eminent Laudean of 
this Age. Nor do I ſce any Reaſon to 
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( 16) 

believe, that in the next Age, the Las. 
dean Facxion will be own'd for the only 
Church-Men, which at preſent is a Title 
they appropriate to themſelves. Not that I 
think that the Church of England will 
fall to the Ground, either in the next or 
any ſucceeding Age whatſoever ; but a 
Time may yet come, when an honeſt 
Man, who frequents her Ordinances, may 
be accounted a good Church-Man, tho? he 
ſhould live in Peace and Charity with 
all Men, and damn neither the Dutch, 
nor the Diſlenters. 

Such as this, dear Doctor, is your Mo- 
deration; for tho? I know you to be an 
entire Conformift to the Doctrine and 
Difcipline of the Church of Exgland, yet 
I know you are not aſham'd to be ſtyled 
a moderate Man. I have heard you fay, 
that formerly the Papiſts thought it their In- 
tereſt to divide us, in hopes of making us 4 
Prey to them : but now they may ſave themſelves 
the Labour, ſince we are ready to cut one ano- 
ther Throats for the Churth': and our only 
Happineſs is, that the Papiſts are not at preſent 
(as you were willing to hope) i# 4 Con- 
dition to find their Account in our Diviſions. 
*Tis too true, that ſome of theſe Divi- 
ſions have been carried on by Means of 
ſame hot-headed, ſelf-mtereſted co 

N Men, 
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Men; who found. their Account, hereto- 
fore in complimenting the Crown with 
the Liberties of the People, and 'tis on- 
ly this fort of Clergy which ſome Free- 
Thinkers have of late written againſt. All 
the ſharp and ſevere Exprefſions in the 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church, &c. are onl 

levell'd againſt Dr. Hicks, Mr. Ls, an 

ſuch like, who would ſet up an Inde- 
pendency in the Clergy, and diveſt the 


Crown of its Supremacy, But there is 


not the leaſt Reaſon to ſuppoſe that you, 
or any other ſober Clergy-Man, who is 
a Lover of his Country, and the Exgliſb 
Conſtitution in Church and State, is re- 
flected upon by any Expfeſlion in that 
or any other Free-Thinker's Book. Hi- 
ſtory ſets forth, that there have been 
Clergymen in ſeveral Ages of the Church, 
who have given great Offence by their 
Pride and intemperate Zeal. But how 
this can affect you, or any honeſt ſober 
Church-Man, either in this, or any for- 
mer Age of the Church, is what I can- 
not comprehend. ?Tis, I doubt, too true, 
that the Number of the beſt Church- 
Men is the e ce But then 
vou know that Elijah was left „ 
alone when the Prophets 3 e 
Baal were Fonr Hundred and 
VE C Fifty 


* 


o = 
. 
b 
N 1 
4 
az 
* 
- 
 ''F 
* 
vs 
: 
" 

_ | 
"4 
* 

- 
4 
a4 


S 


„ we 4 - . 


an” "ot 


3 
* k — 
238 —— 
— w 2 — 2 
- 2 <4 - — 


* * „ 
—— —W — —— wa . . ——— - a 
— o — * — 
— Mm 44 22 1 


1 
„ 


al 2 


a — 
2 >= © f 


TY 


05 A, But God be dealer the 
amber of our. Clergy, Who hav "5 not 


bowed the Ence to the Idol of Paſſive 
Ae ge Tr Tyrant, is not contempttble. 
or do they want the Encouragement 
N ps Chick of their Orqer, eminent 
Por their great Learning and Integrity. 
Such Men who have not ſacrificed 
either Knowledge or Charity to ungo- 
Vern'd Zeal, And, T hope, the Number 
of theſe Meng will incteaſe, for the” Pre- 
ſeryation, Peace, 'and Proſperity of the 
Church of England. Of which Church, I 
dare, with, Boldneſs affirm, that whilſt 
her Guides are adorn'd” with a peaceable 
Spirit towards all Men, and a paternal 
Regard to the whole Body of the Peo- 
ple, to whom they are bme Fathers 
and Inſpectors, they will never be di- 
ſturbed, in the Execution of their Charge, 
by any Free-Thinkers, or by any other 
than hot-headed, thoughtleſs Men: Such 
as, by their” unwary "and fooliſh Beha- 
viour, haye brought a Suſpicion on'the 
Clergy, as if they were not well affect- 
ed to the publick Weale. ?Twere theſe 
Boutefouxs, great in Noiſe, tho' few in 
Number, who oppos'd the Excluſion: of 
the Duke of York, when it was evident] 
viſible to the whole Land," that a Wolf 


may 
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way be ade with. Sheep, . as well as 

apiſt with. Proteſtants.” And when 
92 Duke, having attain'd the Regal 
Gaben anſwer'd the melancholy Expe- 

dation. of all ſenſible Men, by bearin 

down the aws., of his. Country, 15 
ſetting up Popery. (as in Conſcience he 
was Pasa. t 01 do, under Pain of eternal 
Damnatior ad inſomuch as at laſt he was 
excluded, ind the Prince. of Orange, our 
'glo rious Deliver , ſettled? in his ſtead”; 
yet there, were ill ſome of this incon- 
ſiderate Crew, who contended for his 
Right to che Crown, againſt the Settle- 
ment made by Parliament and ſuffer*d 
Martyrdom, Th this. ſcandalous Cauſe) 
not in Life, but Livings.. And tho” one 
eh 105 50 that Tins weng, have al- 
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any one Prielt ſhould have taken upon 
him to declaim againſt the Revolution 
2 6; in 
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in the chief Church of the Metropolis of 
England, to the chief Magiſtrates of that 
great City: And ſhould have been able 
to raiſe a Mob to defend himfelf againſt 
an Impeachment of the Commons of 
Great Britain, and to eſcape with Favbur. 
Now ſpeak of this matter, Sir, only to put 
you in Mind, that *tis' only this Sacheve- 
rellian Temper of ſome few Clergymen, 
which raiſes Speculations in thinking Men, 
and ſometimes cauſeth Expreſſions, which 
ought not to drop from the Pens of Free- 
"Thinkers ; but Allowances muſt be made 
for Failings in all Men, high and low, one 
with another. | | «4 one 

But to be yet more particular in anfwer 
to your Third Queſtion, whether an 
Danger was likely to ariſe to the Chur 
of England from Free- Thinkers: I fay, 
no: Tis impoſſible that any fort of Dan- 
ger can ariſe from them; but, on the con- 
trary, all the Security of the Church of 
England, under God ee 
on the Free- thinking of the People of Great 


Britain. By free- thinking, Ido not mean 
very nice and curious Speculations, re- 
ceived and digeſted well in the Mind, 
few People being capable of ſuch Thoughts: 
But I mean ſuch ſober and uſeful think- 
ing as is of continual Ufe to Mankind 
in 
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in the common Occurrences of Life. 1 
would explain my ſelf to yon heren 
by a Notion of Father Malbranch, a late 
Carteſian Writer, who has aſſerted very 
well the Doctrine of his Maſter Des Cartes, 
that eur Senſes were given us by God 
only to preſerve our Bodies from Harm; 
bur not to be employ'd m curious, nice, 
and needleſs Speculations: and therefore, 
ſays he, *tis no Wonder if our Senſes, 


nicely miſapply'd, ſhould be miſtaken 


about their proper Objects: Such as Bo- 
des are generally eſteem'd to be. In 
like manner our reaſoning Faculty was, 
as I conceive, gtven us by God, to pre- 
ferve our ſelves from Danger, by its uſe- 
' ful Application: but not to be 1mploy!d 
in curious and needleſs Speculations. 
Now as to all uſeful Application ot Mind 
to preſerve our ſelves, either as a Church, 
or a State, from Danger, I look upon 
the Body of the common People of (Grent 
Britain to have their 'Share in Free-think- 
ing; and thereby they will preſerve the 
Church and State too from Danger. All 
ſorts of People ſaw the Danger of the 
Church in King James's Reign, and oin- 
ed together to reſcue it from the Lan- 
er. And notwithſtanding our ſtifle 
Faction, who are Enemies to free-thiitk- 
Ing; 
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ing, have ſhewed their ſubtle-Qppoſitian 
to Revolution-Principles, and are ſtill 
endeayouring to diſtinguiſh them away, 
together with the Oaths they have ſworn 
according to thoſe Principles, yet the Bod 
of the common People, when they ſhall 
Bet out of the. Fear into which they were 
lately miſled, will return to their uſual 
Habit of 'Free-thinking, They will be 
able to diſtinguiſh between a Popiſh and 

a Proteſtant Succeſſo . 
They will diſtinguiſh between a U- 
ſurper and a rightful Prince, by the ſame 
Characters by which our Saviour Jeſas 
Chriſt ſet forth the Difference between 
211 the Thief and the Shepherd: 
Jobn 10.1, 2. Veri, I ſay-unto you, he that 
5 enters not ly the Daor into the 
Sheepfold, but elimbeth ſome other way, is 
4 Thief and a Robber: bat he, who enters in 
by the Door, the . ſame is the Shepherd of the 
Sheep. The Door through which right- 
ful Princes, who are. the, Shepherds of 
their People, enter, is the free and pub- 
lick Conſent of thoſe, Nations whoſe 
Government they take upon them: whillt 
Falſehood, Fraud, and Force introduce 
2 Uſurper. In like 1 common 


People had to much free Thought in the 
laſt Century, as to diſtinguiſh between a 
| ; 18 
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Tyrant and a King, as between a Wolf 


and a Shepherd: In as much as the one 
preſerveth, the other preys upon the Flock. 
And they have ſo much free Thought 
left 'em at preſent, as to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Impenitency and Innocence: and 
to know that a Doctor may be in the 
wrong Box, when, with the greateſt Confi- 
dence, he banters down the Government 
to which he has ſworn himſelf a faithful 
Subject. Such as theſe were, and will be, 
the free Thoughts of the common Peo- 
ple of England, when they are free from 
the Surprizes of ſubtle Machinations. And 
hereby does the Safety of the Church of 
England, under God and her gracious Ma- 
jeſt y, ſubſiſt. 

But as ſor Men of great Parts and A- 
bilities, ſuch as he is ſuppos'd by his own 
Party to be, who wrote the Diſcourſe 
upon Free- Thinking: to whom your 
Queſtion, as I ſuppoſe, chiefly relates, I 
return you this Anſwer, that the Church 
of England cannot poſſibly be in any Dan- 
ger from them. To ſatisfie you herein, 
J deſire you to keep in your Mind the 
Diſtinction between moderate Free- 
Thinkers and accurate Free-Thinkers; 
becauſe if at any Time you ſhould be 
ſurprized with Fear from theſe latter ſor, 
you 
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you may be comforted with the vaſt 


Overballance of the former ſort of mode- 


rate Free-Thinkers, ſuch, are the Body of 


the common People, who can think well 
eno to ſerve their owa Turn, and 
the Church's Turn too: And even then 
when on a ſudden they were ſpirited up 
by the Doctor in all their Tumults, they 
only expreſs'd an honeft Deſign to have 
preſerved the Church of England, had it 
been in any Danger, as they were then 
made believe that it was. And as oy 
then aimed only at the good End, fo 
when the Doctor has given over chuſing 
of P. ts, the ſame People may be 
ſo free as to think, that an outragious 
Fury againſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters is 


not ſo good a mean to preſerve the Church 


as is Chriſtian Charity and Moderation. 
They may come to think, that 'tis no 
Sin for Proteſtants to ſuffer one another 
to be ſincere in the Worſhip of God, and 
this is all that is meant by Toleration. 
Nay, theſe moderate Free-Thinkers may 
come to be of an Opinion, that Tolera- 
tion may be more for the Honour of the 
Church, than Perſecution ever was; and 
that it would betrer hecome the Prieſts 
of the Church, to wiſh that all Proteſtant 
Diffenters may go to Heaven, and endea- 

vour 


625 


vour by their good Examples to forward 
them in theit ſourney thither- ward, than 
f 7 leave them in Hell with the Devil and 
is, Angels. Nay, a Time may com 
through the free-thinking of the Lays 
men, that Paſſive Obedience may be 
enacted to become due only to the Laws 
of the Land, and to ſuch ſovereign 
Princes, who make thoſe Laws the only 
Meaſure, of their Government: A Time 
may come, when mere N and 
holding the right Side of a Queſtion, may 
not be thought the only neceſſary Means 
of Salvation; but that the Love of God, 
and of our Brother, may be thought ne- 
ceſſaty alſo. Honeſt Doctor, never fear 
moderate Lay-Free-Thinkers; *twere. 
ſuch who aſſiſted the Reformation from 
Popery, and will always endeavour to 
prevent its Return. 10 
But as for, Men of great Parts and A- 
bilities, ſuch as the Author of the late 
Diſcourſe, of, Free- Thinking is ſuppos'd 
to be, I ſay, that the Church cannot be 
in any Danger from ſuch Men, ſuppo- 
ſing them to be accurate in ever ſo high 
degree. For Firff, ſuch Men are en- 
dued with, ſo much Knowledge as muſt 
of Neceſſity take from them all thoſe 


fooliſh Scruples of e which vex. 


and 
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and torment the Minds e ignorant 

le, and which have ever been the 555 
— upon which the Diffenters have 
grounded their Separation from the 
Worſhip' and Difcipline of our Church. 
And indeed I never heard of any of this 
ſort of Men, or of ny ſoft of learned 
Men whatſoeyer, who did not conform 
to our Chtirch, if Engliſh Proteſtants ; or 
who did not àpprove of Conformity 
thereunto, if they were Foreign Prote- 
ſtants. Tis impoſfibſe, that a 'Free- 
Thinker ſhould run him ſelf into any Dan- 
ger to diſturb, the Paags* of any Pros 
ftant Church whatſgever. ' Perhaps you 
may object with” Mr.“ croft, that he 
who wrote the Rights,” F. the Chriſtian 
Church, & c. does in that Book vent ma- 
ny hard Expreſfions e the Church. 
But yet that Author, Preface to 
that Book, lias iven 4 Veep true and 

juſt Account '6f the Con ution of our 

Church, a that they who have 


wrote againſt bis: Book, find no Fault 
with his Preface, and 1 of the Cler- 
gy. themſelves comment it. And there· 
fore it is appareht, that al his ſeyer 

Expreſſtons are delignicd againſt 515 
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Clergy, whoſe Noctrines and PraQges' 
pe > a Diſhonour to the Clit "of F. 


gland, 
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gland, as he has ſet it forth in his Pre- 
face: And not only a Diſhonour to it, 
but directly tending. to its utter Ruine 
and Subverſion. Now: ſuppoſe that the 
Author of the Rights, & c. ſhould be mi- 
ſtaken in his judgment, and that Dr. 
Hicks, Mr, Leſsly, Dr. ' Sachevexell, and 
ſuch like Clergymens Popiſh and Jaco- 


bite Doctrines and Practices, do not at 


all tend to ſubvert. the Church of Es- 
gland, yet I have no Reaſon to condemn 
that Writer as an Enemy to the Church, 
ſince he ſhews his Enmity only againſt 
ſuch whom he takes to be the Church's 
Enemies. The like may. be faid of all 
other tree-thinking. Writers, who never 
ſhew their Reſentment againſt any Cler- 
gy men for their Conformity to the Church 
of England, but only becauſe they pro- 
mote ſuch Principles which theſe Gentle- 
men take to be ſubverſive of the Church: 
chiefly becauſe they vilifie and diſgrace 
that happy Revolution by which the 
Church of Ezalaud was preſerved, and 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion ſettled, which, 
J hope, will always preſerve it, under 

the Bleſſing. of God. And now, I hope, 
_ I have ſatisſied you, that neither mode- 
rate nor accurate Free-Thinkers are Ene- 
mies to the Church of EAgaud. 100 
D 2 But 
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But if this will not fully fatisfie your 
Doubt; but that you are willing to in- 
uire what Danger may enſue, ſuppoſing 
theſe Men to be Enemies to the Church: 
I will join with you in that impoſſible 
Suppoſition : I mean, morally impoſlible ; 
becauſe I would give you an over-mea- 
ſure of Satisfaction upon this Point. 
| Wherefore I fay, that upon this Suppo- 
ſition, 'tis impoſſible that the Church 
ſhould be in any Danger from them, by 
reaſon of the inconſiderate Number of 

this ſort of Men. 


Numero vix ſunt totidem quot 
Tubarum porte, vel divitis oftia Nili. Juv. 


It has pleas'd God to give to the Peo- 
ple of England ſufficient Underſtanding, * 
by which they are able to ſupport their 
own Beings, breed up, and provide for 
their Children, and take ſome Care for 
Poſterity. And 'tis the Uſe of their 
Free-thinking alone, that firs them for 
the conſtant- Diſcharge of theſe neceſſary 
Offices. But yet if they who are con- 
ſcious of their own Abilities to diſcharge 
Theſe common Punctions by the Uſe of 
righr Reaſon ſhould attempt, by the 
ſame Means, to become accurate Fres- 
" | Thinkers 
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Thinkers upon the moſt nice and un- 
common Subjects, they would find them- 
ſelves engag'd in Matters too hard for 
them to overcome. They will find that 
their Share of humane Reaſon was not 

iven them for curious Speculations, but 
for common Uſe; *twas no more given 
them to make them accurate Free- 
Thinkers, than to make them good Pain- 
ters, or good Poets. And I believe that 
you will be in the right, if you conclude, 
that there are no more curious Free— 
Thinkers in England, than there are Poets 
or Painters. For my Part, I do not be- 
lieve that there are, in this Nation, ſo ma- 
ny as Seven of either fort. I do not be- 
lieve that there are Six Men in Exgland 
of equal Brightneſs of Parts, Breadth of 
Learning, and Depth of Judgment, as 
one who deſerves the Name of a Free- 
Thinker ought to be, there being ſo ma- 
ny Qualifications neceſſary toa Free-Think- 
er as very rarely can meet together in one 
Man. As 1/, He ſhould be of Ability 
ſufficient to recal every Opinion which he 
had received in his Education, to impar- 
tial Examination. This is a Task fit 0n- 
ly for a great Genius; but the common 
Caſe of Mankind is this : 
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B/ Educatian only we are led. 

Mie ſo believe, becauſe we ſo were bred. 

The Prieſt continues what the Nurſe beg an; 
And thus the Child impoſes on the Man. 


And does it not look like a Difficulty 
inſuperable 1umpartially to exa mine all the 
Opinions we have receiv'd in our tender 
Underſtandings, and which have been 
confirmed by long Cuſtom, as well as 
receiv'd alſo. by our Elders and Betters, 
and paſs'd as unqueſtionable for ſeveral 
Ages. No Intereſt or Inclination muſt 
be capable to byaſs the Judgment of ſuch 
A Free-Thinker, Now, how many Men 
thus qualified, may we expect to find 
in Exglaxd? My Opinion is, not above 
Seven among Seven Millions of People, 
which 1s commonly ſuppos'd to be the 
Quota of England: But if you will ſup- 
poſe it probable, that there may be one 
ſuch Man in a Hundred Thouſand, 
then there will be but 70 accurate Free- 
Thinkers in Eueland. And ſuppoſe all 
theſe were Enemies to the Church, which 
is very unlikely, yet what Harm can the 
Church ſuſtain from one in a Hundred 
Thouſand ? But I can no more ſuppoſe 
that there ars 70 ſuch Men in England, 

than 
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than that there are 70 good Poets or 
- Painters. But you will ſay, one Man 
will infe&t pany ; and if the Number of 
Free-Thinkers Thould increaſe, the Myſte- 
ries of our Religion would be ſet at 
nought, as Mr. Pycroft has ſhewn from 
fome of their Writings. And in this 
Point of Myftery their Enmity to Reli- 
gion does chiefly conſiſt. But yet if it 


be neceſſary to my Salvation, that I be- 


heve in Myſteries, the Prieſts ought to 
give me Leave to think upon them in 
rder to my Belief of them, unleſs that 
believing be no fort of thinking: which 
probably may be rhe Cafe in ſome Meng 
View. For ſuppoſe that you ſhould ask me, 

if I believe the Myſtery ofthe holy Trinity: 

Tanſwer, yes: You ask me what do I believe 
concerning it: I anſwer, chat believe no- 
thing of it, becauſe I underſtand nothing 
of it, but only that it is a Myftery- 
And with this Anſwer you are ſatisfied.” 
From whence it may appear to ſome, tha 
7 believing of Myſteries is not thinking, 
or making uſe of our Underſtandings, bur 
only pronouncing the Phraſeology of Tri- 
nity and Myſtery as often as we are re- 
quired' fo to* do. And as long as this 


will paſs for Ortliodoxy, F can perceive 


no Occaſion for Free- thinking, nor any 


Dan- 
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Danger from it: eſpeaially, when I con- 
ſider, that in old ael, old Greece, and 
old Rome, the Author of, the Letter of 
Free- thinking has not number'd above 
Twenty Men, whom he ſuppoſes to have 
had a nice Freedom of Thought. And 
in old England, he has reckon'd no more 
than Three ſuch Men, Bacon, Hobbs, and 
Tillotſon, as Men of Eminency : fo that 
when I have computed. Seven, I have 
reckon'd the utmoſt Number, For to re- 
turn to my former Compariſon, where 
will you find 5 curious Painters to add 
to Sir Godfrey Neller, and Mr. Cloſterman? 
NY's you muſt find out Seven; for theſe. 
Two are Foreigners. And where will 
ou find Six Epic Poets to join with 

ir Richard Blackmore? It may alſo be 
conſider'd, that, to think accurately upon 
the Subjects of greateſt Importance, ſuch 
as Religion and natural, Philoſophy, ſo 
as thereby to come to the true Knowledge 
of God, and our ſelves, is a matter of 


nicer: Concern than either Poetry or 


Painting, or both thoſe, curious Arts join- 
ed together. And therefore from what 
T have ſaid, I hope I may conclude, 
that Seven accurate Free- Thinkers are 
as many as may well be ſuppos'd, to ſub- 
ſiſt together amongſt Seven Millions f 
b. Exg- 
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Engliſh People; but if you will ſtill make 
* the worſt that can be imagin'd of the Mat- 
ter, and will ſuppoſe a Free-Thinker to be 
a ſpeculative Atheiſt ; even then *twill be 
hard to ſuppoſe, that there are Seven Men 
in England, who have ſatisfied themſelves 
as to the Point of ſpeculative Atheiſm: 
this being a ſelf-evident Propoſition, Some- 
thing was 8. ever, elſe nothing ever could 
have been. Now ſhould theſe Seven Men be 
willing to exerciſe their Spleen againſt 


* 13 : 


the 8 England; which is but 
a bare Poſſibility, what, Danger could 
ariſe from thence to a Church which 
is in Fend ep with the Bulk of Se- 
ven Millions of Engliſh People? 

Conſider, Sir, how many things muſt 
concur. to qualifie a Man Jer Freedom of 


Thought. As Fir, natural 
a high Degree is abſolutely neceſſary; 
how: few are to be found who dare ex- 
amine into, One Pop aol much as 
doubt of ſome. Propoſitions, which have ob- 
tained general Reputation, . eſpecially 
when they are ſtamped with the Autho- 
4. ; T ba + 1 3 IB) L 
rity of the Prieſthood ? Beſides, a natural 
Eaſineſs of Thought, and Freedom from 
all Heat and Paſſion, and from the Go- 
vernment of private Intereſt, or particu- 
lar Indlination, is. neceſſary to Freedom 
K TR: lien had nota be fe 
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from Pride too; which will iticlite a Man 
to overvalue his own Thoughts. , A felt 
conceited Man will never think indif 
ferently ; and he who favours any ill Tncli- 
nation or ſiniſter. Ends, can never think 
Without a Biafs. Belices thi tod, it te- 
> Coe good Learning as. en a8 good 

arts to fathom the "Depth of fome Sub- 
jeQs,. and to diſcern even the Shallow- 

nefs of fome 1 0 Which are vulgat! 
Wg to be of great N 
they are of little th no'Chbhcern 
kind! in general; And wh Hr cient for 
88 t e Number of 


f. muſt 2 as not 
ae ge 05 ergy f 
the CP of England. 
but, Letter to me 


' Your 1; 1 00 in y! 
was, what ! lit of che! Performance 
of the Writer, -his*[Difdeatfe of Ptec- 
197 92 Ny 94490 bs ok 0 Mena 
eb otttrent of” ergy. 
Forts that” Parent of iff tell yo © 
Hiſtory of wy Non & hy 100 on 
in fa&. 1 very, we le 4 he f 
Gs reading. that Pikes as if T kid 
found our ſome extreorditiyty; Hiſcvo in 
it: and r&lly it made mit believe, Mat! 
Was gaining ſotne Degtes © of Know! 
from it, which 1 Tri And #, 
8 Was reading tt over, Any one "the ul 
lave 


believe, I ſhould have given it no ſma 
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have ask*d. me, how I lik'd it? I yea 
Commendation. But after I had read it, 
I began to make Reflexions upon it, and, 
as my Cuſtom is in ſuch Caſes, to ask my 
felf what I had learned by reading this 
Book? And my Anſwer. was, juſt nos 
thing at all ; *tis a ſilly Book, ſays I ro my 
ſelf, tho' it may be written by a learned 
Man; tor it only proves a ſelfœvident Pro- 

oſition, viz, that a Man ought to have 
Fibert to think upon any matter that con- 
cerns him. Who would be ſuch a Sot as 
to contend far the other Side of the Queſti- 
on? Will any Gothamite ſay, that tis 
not lawtul, or A much as convenient, for 
a Man to think freely of his own Concerns, 
but eſpecially upon thoſe. matters whic 
concern him molt of all. Wherefore all, 
can ſay of the Book is, that as it can do no 


Good, ſo it can do no Harm. 


But as to your laſt Point, What Behavis 
our the O5 55 ſhould thew towards the 
Book, *rwould be too great a Confidence 


in me to pretend to teach my Teachers: 


only a Fool: may ſometime put forth. a 
Word in Seaſgn ; and as I have thought, 
*twould be as no Notice ſhould be 
taken of this Book by the Clergy ; for *twas 
the Notice which was not long ſince ta- 
ken ofa Diſcourſe, which, when it came out 
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firſt, was generally thought but a very or- 
dinary Performance, which, in a ſhort time, 
gain*d an extraordinary Credit both wirh 
rhe Mob of the Clergy and Laity too. 
And *twould be now a wild Extravagance 
in the Clergy to preach or write againſt 
this Diſcourſe ; for the Author of it, who 
has ſet forth King Solomon and the Pro- 
phets, for Old-Teſtament Free-Thinkers, 
would doubtleſs hold forth Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles for Free-Thinkers of the 
New-Teſtament. He will urge, that our 
Saviour found Fault with the Scribes and 
Phariſees, who were the Clergy of the 
Church of Mael, for their Bigottry and in- 
temperate Zeal for their Forms and Cere- 
monies. He alſo exhorted them to ſearch 
rhe Scriptures, and to think freely of rhe 
Doctrines which he gave out to them. 
He, *tis likely, will fay, that the Bereazs 


were commended, becauſe they. thought* 


freely of the Apoſtles Doctrines, and com- 
pared them with the Scriptures which 
they had then in their Hands. He will 
tell you, that St. Paul, the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, declared ſor Free-thinking, 
when he declared in his own, and in the 
Names of the reſt of the Apoſtles, that 
they had no Dominion over the Faith of Chri- 


ſtians, but only were Fellow- Help- 


2. Cor. * 24. trs of their Joys Not for that 
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we have Dominion over your Faith: but 
me are Helpers of your Joy. Wherefore I 
would not that you ſhould write againſt 
this Book ; for that way will only ſpread 
it farther, and make it read the more. Nay, 
if I were worthy to adviſe, the Clergy 
ſhould not ſpeak againſt it, becauſe even 
that can hardly be done withour bringing 
themſelves under Suſpicion of exalting the 
old Clergy-Power over the Laity : who 
in that Caſe will be apt to ask them, why 
their Predeceſſors were ſuch Fools, as to 
withdraw from the Protection of the in- 
fallible Man at Rome? Had the Clergy 
ſtuck to him, they might, with a good 
Grace, have aſſured the Laity, that they 
had no need to think for themſelves in 
matters of Religion; ſince there was an in- 
fallible Free-Thinker at Rome, who had 
thought for them, to ſave both them and 
their Poſterity the Labour of thinking tor 
themſelves for ever. Nay, if the Clergy 
{ſhould be violent againſt this Book, ſome 
peeviſh People would be induced to ſuſpect 

as if they were meditating a Return to the 
old Crixy Croxy of Rome again. Therefore 
I think *rwould be beſt to take little No- 
tice of the Book; but if any one mentions 
it to you, you may ſay that there'is little 
or nothing in it but what every Body 
knows; eſpecially there is no Cl.urch of 
Eng- 


(38) 
Eugland-Man but knows, that: *tis tlie 
Principle and Practice of his Church to 
perſwade all Chriſtian People to ſearch 
the Scriptures, and to examine the Do- 
ctrines of our Church by thoſe holy Ora- 
cles; for we have caſt off the pretended-in+ 
fallible Guide long ſince, and have tranſla- 
ted the Bible into Exgliſb, that the com- 
mon People may meditate upon it: ſo that 
there is no Church built upon Free-think- ” 
ing more than ours is. You may freely 
own, that you are ſorry that any of the 
Clergy have behaved themſelves ſo ill as 
to have drawn the Suſpicion of ſome few 
Free-thinking Laymen upon them, as if 
they intended an Independency upon the *|* 
ſupreme Civil Power; but fince our Sa- „ 
viour had a Traytor amongſt his Twelve, 
tis not ſtrange, that amongſt 30000 Cler- 
y, as are computed in England, there 
ſhould be 3 or 4, who ſhould be haught 
and high-minded. Beſides, you may tell 
the Laity, that if they are pleaſed to keep 
the Power in their owa Hands, the Cler- | 
gy can never wreſt it out of them; but if 7 
they will free chem from the Civil Power, 
they are but Men: And ſuch a Tempta+ 
tion may prevail upon them, at one time 
or other, to accept of more Power than : 
belongs to them. 21 11 ET ; 
However, dear Sir, let me adviſe. ag 
| | 23 Friend, 
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the Principle of 
PFree-thinkiny - becauſe '*tis upon "Mic 
Principle our Reformation from Popery was 
founded ; but rather take part with Free- 
thinking : Say, that Education is nothing 
elſe. but the Authority of dur Teachers 
Over us, when, we were 'moſt credulous 
and weakeſt in Judgment: Say, that Uni- 
425 is only a quatnter Name to ſigni- 
liche, bien is the weakeft 
— bo humane Authority: Say, that u- 


ntverſal Conſent is not a ſufficient Reaſon 


whereof: to ground our Belief; for all the 
World, except the Jews, agreed | in Idola- 
try and Jo bfirhed! the Jews alſo agreed 

Ah them. Nay, you may lament, 4355 in 


; Countries Where Prieſts bare (way, Hete- 


rodoxies, or unſaſhionable Opinions, are 
had in reater Dereftation than moral Pra- 
bes; it Heinig a by che Divineß of 
oth df imtches that Gulileo hag not beet 
brought into the Inquifition, if, inſtead of 
following Copernicus he had followed 4 
Whore. Tn Tun tear Sir, T would have 
you to advite the Clergy 'of your Acquains 
ce of 942 0 I now Nee on; for my 
ohly Fear is this, that if che Cheng y ſhould 
takea Fancy to preachugniaN Free: uten g 


as zealoufly as they have pteached for Paf- 


ſive-Obedience, the Laity will, in a ſhort 


_ be as op of Fr ce-thinking, 25 they 
are averſe to Arbit rary Power. But 


(38) 


Eugland- Man but knows, that *tis the 
Principle and Practice of his Church to 
perſwade all Chriſtian People to ſearch 


the Scriptures, and to examine the Do- 
ctrines of our Church by thoſe holy Ora- 
cles ; for we have caſt off the pretended in. 
fallible Guide long ſince, and have tranſla- 
ted the Bible into Exgliſb, that the com- 
mon People may meditate upon it: ſo that 
there is no Church built upon Free-think- 
ing more than ours is. You may freely 
own, that you are ſorry that any of the 
Clergy have behaved themſelves fo ill as 
to have drawn; the Suſpicion of ſome few 
Free-thinking Laymen upon them, as if 
they intended an Independency upon the 
ſupreme Civil Power; but. fince our Sa- 
viour had a Traytor amongſt his Twelve, 
tis not ſtrange, that amongſt 30000 Cler- 

y, as are computed in England, there 
1hould be 3 or 4, who ſhould be und 
and high- minded. Beſides, you may tell 
the Laity, that if they are pleaſed to keep 
the Power in their own Hands, the Cler- 


they will free them from the Civil Power, 
they are but Men: And ſuch a Tempta- 
tion may prevail upon them, at one time 
or other, to accept of more Power than 
belongs to the. 8 

However, dear Sir, let me adviſe JP 


a Friend, 
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y can never wreſt it out of them; but if 4 
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a Friend, never to oppoſe the Principle of 
r e tis upon that 
r 


Principle our Reformation from Popery was 
founded; but rather take part with Free- 
thinking: Say, that Education is nothing 
elſe. but the Authority of dur Teachers 

over us, when we were moſt credulous 
and weakeſt in Judgment: Say, that Uni- 
verſality is only a quainter Name to ſigni- 
fie the Multitude, which is the weakeft 
part of humane Authority: Say, that u- 


* . 


_ niverfal-Conſent'ts not a ſufficient Reaſon 


whereoh to ground our Belief; for all the 
World, except the Jews, agreed in Idola- 
77 and ſochetimes the 9255 alſo agreed 
with them. Nay, you may lament, that in 


Counties Where Pridfts dare ſway, Hete- 


rottoxies, or 'anfaſhionable Opinions, are 
hac in e dee pe than moral Pra- 
cipes; it Being agreed by the Divines of 
both Churches, that Galileo had not beeñ 
brought into the Inquifition, if, inſtead of 
following Copernicus he had followed 4 
Whore. In ſum, dear Sir, I would have 
you to advife the Clergy bf your Acquain! 


tance of what'T now write to you; for my 
ohfy Fear is this, that if the Clergy ſhould 


takes Fancy ro preachagainſt Free thinking 


as zealoufly as they ha ve preached for Paf- 
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erme, be as fond of Eręe· linking, as they 
are averſe to Arbit rary Power. But 


ſive- Obedience, tlie Laity will, in a ſhort 


(640) 
But to condlude ſeriouſly, I would ask 
the Writer of the Diſcourſe upon Free- 
thinking, if the Argument he dra ws for it 
rom the many Diſputes which the Clergy 
haye made in matters of Religion, 8 

ing alſo how few People haye à Capacity for 
acdurate Free- thinking, does nat infer the 
.contrary Concluſion to what he pretends 


to prove by it vir. that Men ſhould abſtain 4 


from Free: thinking upon matters of religi- 
ous Importance: Or, in other, Words, 


would ask him, if he himfelf doesnot eſteem 
that Man to be happier than a Free-think- 
er of common Capacity, who truſts to hi- 
Catechiſm, holds to his Creed, and is car · 
xied along in the Current of the faſhionable 
Religion of his Country: ſuppoſing thaß 
doubting of nothing. i IS 9 1 e 8: | 
lieying all things; And h 
on ſettled; 1n,the Habit o ind, e 
perhaps never. callꝰdup into ae ce 5 
. Lis impuſſible that the Queen, ad 5 2160 
ment, and Convacation, and Buſbepr, 4nd Clers 
&s and; all ſbopld be u ales. t the oy 
thor of the Di Diſcaurſ⸗ er this Quebogs 
his own Conſe e For PY Pi 25 


lay him a Wzger, that the 60 a; the 
People of Grat Britain = ab wr of ng 
8 Tbougff theſe. = OS 
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